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one of the most
spectacular places
on the planet!

W

elcome to Canada’s westernmost pro
vince, a place larger than life where you
will find a magnificent array of contrasting
landscapes from the Rocky Mountains to the spectacular islands that run along the west coast of the
Pacific Ocean.
Majestic glaciers, temperate and boreal rain fo
rests, spectacular parks, countless lakes and rivers,
a land covered in ranches, vineyards and orchards,
beaches going as far as the eye can see, vibrant
cities – BC is a source of unforgettable delights for
nature lovers and for amateurs of outdoor activities
and authentic experiences.
BC is the ancestral land of many First Peoples and
welcomes immigrants and visitors from all over the
world. It is also home to 73,000 Francophones and
300,000 Francophiles and is proud to be able to
serve you in French in its six tourism regions.

To order this guide:

Tel.: 1-877 732-3534 or (604) 732-3534
Email: info@sdecb.com

To find out about French-language tourism
services in BC, visit our website:
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What makes BC
different from
the rest of Canada?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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7,000 kilometres of coastline and 6,500
islands along the Pacific West Coast;
The mildest climate in Canada;
Endless forests occupying about 56%
of its territory;
The highest number of glaciers in
North America;
The highest number of wild animal species
native to Canada, including 143 species of
mammals;
The second-highest concentration of bald
eagles in North America;
25% of all grizzly bears in Canada;
A paradise for divers, where the waters of
the Georgia Strait rival those of the Red Sea;
Thirteen world-class ski resorts, including
Whistler, considered number one in North
America;
The greatest choice of authentic experiences
to discover Aboriginal culture;
A true paradise on Earth for amateurs
of fine cuisine and good wines.

OUR SIX TOURISM
REGIONS &
their main attractions
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VANCOUVER,
COAST &
MOUNTAINS
Intersected by the Coast Mountains and surrounded

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS
PARK: Desolation Sound Provincial Marine Park:
The largest marine park in BC, with 60 km of
shoreline bathed by warm currents – a popular
haunt for ocean lovers, divers and marine life
watchers.

by the Pacific Ocean, this spectacular region
of contrasting landscapes offers a wide range
of activities all year round, all this at a short
distancefrom Vancouver.
hellobc.com/places-to-go/vancouver-coast-mountains/

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: Windsurfing and climbing
the Stawamus Chief in Squamish, a gigantic monolith
that attracts thousands of rock climbers every year
URBAN LIFE: Vancouver: Surrounded by ocean and
mountains, Vancouver is a magnificent city, vibrant
and multicultural, where you can ski, sail and play
golf all in the same day!
ATTRACTION: Hell’s Gate Airtram: A gondola
glides over 153 metres down into the stunning
gorges of the Fraser River. Restaurant, boutiques
and a learning centre on the life cycle of salmon.
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE: Talaysay Tours:
The Aboriginal guides of this company offer you
the opportunity to discover the natural wonders of
the West Coast as well as their ancestral culture.
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VANCOUVER
ISLAND
The largest island on the West Coast of Canada,
an historic capital, eclectic small towns with a
wealth of craftsmen, endless beaches along the
ocean, amazing ecosystems and a paradise for
wildlife lovers.
hellobc.com/places-to-go/vancouver-island/

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS
PARK: Pacific Rim National Park Reserve: a simply
breathtakingly beautiful park, located between
Ucluelet and Tofino, along the ocean and beautiful
huge beaches lined with temperate rainforests.
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY: Kayaking around the Gulf
Islands, 200 idyllic islands in the Strait of Georgia,
mostly uninhabited, at the centre of marine parks
with calm waters that are ideal for beginners.
URBAN LIFE: Victoria: The capital of BC gravitates
around its inner harbour and features remarkable
buildings, museums, beautiful stores and excellent
restaurants.
ATTRACTION: The Royal BC Museum in Victoria:
A “must” in order to discover First Nations’ culture,
the pioneer era and BC’s natural history.
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE: The BC Forest
Discovery Centre in Duncan: To understand why
BC’s forests are unique in the world and how science
and technology help us to sustainably manage our
human resources.
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THOMPSON
OKANAGAN
An incredibly diverse and sunny region featuring
extreme climates, where you will find an unlimited
choice of activities for every season, a multitude
of experiences to be enjoyed, and a fine
gastronomy in a land that produces some of the
best wines in North America.
hellobc.com/places-to-go/thompson-okanagan/

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS
PARK: Wells Gray Park north of Clearwater: A gigantic
park with 200 km of hiking trails and spectacular
waterfalls. It is also a paradise for plant and wildlife
enthusiasts.
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: Skiing in one of seven internationally acclaimed resorts like Sun Peaks Resort
near Kamloops, or Silver Star Mountain Resort north
of Kelowna; rafting on the Thompson River.
URBAN LIFE: Kelowna: On the shores of Lake
Okanagan, sunny, easy-going Kelowna is a city surrounded by vineyards, with a great focus on culture
and fine food.
ATTRACTION: The SS Sicamous in Penticton: The
CPR Co’s last great steamboat, which sailed on Lake
Okanagan from 1914 to 1935 carrying passengers,
mail and freight.
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE: AP Ranch in Merritt: This
ranch was established in 1987, with well-preserved
and restored original buildings where you can experience a cowboy’s authentic life.

10

11

CARIBOO
CHILCOTIN
COAST
The legendary West where you will still find traces
of the Gold Rush, many ranches that welcome
visitors, 8,000 lakes, dense forests and sweeping
highlands – this region will enchant lovers of
history, adventure and wide-open spaces.
hellobc.com/places-to-go/cariboo-chilcotin-coast/

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS
PARK: Bowron Lake Park: A magnificent wilderness
park where you will be able to canoe or kayak on a
116 km circuit over six major lakes.
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY: Freshwater fishing in lakes
of pristine waters and 17,702 km of rivers and
streams, where you will mainly catch pink or coho
salmon, and steelhead or rainbow trout.
URBAN LIFE: Williams Lake:The city features many
attractions and beautiful hiking trails for watching
wildlife. This is where the biggest rodeo in BC takes
place every year during four days.
ATTRACTION: Barkerville: This beautifully preserved Gold Rush town features 120 buildings,
more than 40 of which are authentic structures
dating back to 1862.
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE: Xwisten Experience
Tours near Lillooet: Visit an Aboriginal archaeological site where you will discover traditional
salmon preserving and barbecuing techniques,
followed by some sampling.
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KOOTENAY
ROCKIES
One of the most scenic regions in the province,
with majestic mountains, enchanting lakes, green
valleys, a rich variety of wildlife and eclectic small
towns where culture is showcased by talented
local artisans.
hellobc.com/places-to-go/kootenay-rockies/

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS
PARCK: Four national parks in the Rockies:
Revelstoke, Glacier, Kootenay and Yoho, designated
as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, have some
extraordinary natural discoveries in store for you.
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY: Golfing: This region is the #1
golf destination with internationally renowned cour
ses, two of which are located in Fairmont Hot Springs.
URBAN LIFE: Nelson: This slightly hippie town,
located on the shores of a lake with mountains in the
backdrop, welcomes lovers of history, art and culture.
ATTRACTION: Cranbrook History Centre: In one of
the most important collections of its kind in North
America, the Centre displays some remarkable railroad cars from the past, featuring some real “luxury
hotels on wheels.”
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE: Ainsworth Hot Springs
Resort: These hot springs include a horseshoe-shaped cave with mineral waters that turn
into a swimming pool with a natural steam bath
at 40o Celsius.
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NORTHERN
BRITISH
COLUMBIA
A natural reservoir featuring a stunning archipelago,
spectacular ancient forests, the Mile 0 post on the
Alaska Highway, wonderful fishing, northern lights,
historic sites for authentic experiences and a truly
vibrant First Nations culture
hellobc.com/places-to-go/northern-british-columbia/

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS
PARK: Khutzeymateen Grizzly Bear Sanctuary:
Experience a real thrill by taking a plane or a boat
to this wilderness sanctuary for black bear and
grizzly bear watching.
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY: Skiing at Powder King
Mountain Resort located in Mackenzie, offering
the best powder skiing conditions from November
to April.
URBAN LIFE: Prince Rupert: Beautiful harbour
town with a Victorian flair, surrounded by mountains and ocean, from where you can embark
on a fishing or whale-watching excursion.
ATTRACTION: Fort St James National Historic
Site: This beautifully restored Hudson Bay’s trading
post highlights the partnership that existed
between fur traders and First Nations between
1806 and 1952.
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE: Haida Style Expeditions: Haida Style Expeditions operates cultural
adventures and fishing expeditions on Haida Gwaii,
and shares its history, culture and stories with you.
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MAIN FRANCOPHONE
EVENTS & FESTIVALS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Fort Langley National Historic Site—Parks Canada

FRANCOPHONE
TOURISM

& Services in French
in British Columbia

Did you know that until 1858 (the beginning of the Gold
Rush, when mostly American and European adventu
rers, entrepreneurs and labourers came in droves), up to
65% of BC’s European-born population spoke French on
the western trails of the fur trade and in the forts of the
Hudson’s Bay Company?
Visit our recognized historic sites and places to disco
ver the role played by Francophones in B.C. in terms of
history, heritage, culture and economy:

•
•
•
•

On the interactive map developed
by the provincial government:
heritagebc.ca/francophone-historic-places-map/
Through the three historical circuits
on our tourism website: tourisme-cb.com

Festival Vive les Voyageurs

January

Fort Langley

Festival d’hiver Francofun

January-February

Prince George

Festival d’hiver

January-February

Prince Rupert

Les Rendezvous du cinéma
francophone et québécois

February

Vancouver

Festival du Sucre d’érable

February

Nanaimo

Juste pour rire

February

Vancouver

Festival du Bois

February-March

Maillardville/
Coquitlam

Culture en fête

February-March

Kamloops

Festival de l’érable

March

Kelowna

Festival de la francophonie

March

Victoria

Jeux francophones
de la C.-B.

May

BC

FrancoFête

June

Nelson

Festival d’été francophone

June

Vancouver

Saison théâtrale

June-September

BC

Coup de cœur francophone

November

Vancouver

Photo: George Raphael

In the Corridor, a select range of Francophone
heritage, cultural and tourism products in Canada:
corridorcanada.ca/?lang=en
On the website of the Société historique
francophone de la C.-B.: shfcb.ca
As well, in our online directory, you will find
approximately 340 businesses and organizations
offering services in French to their clients:

tourisme-cb.com/entreprise-map
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INDIGENOUS
TOURISM

F

or the past few years in BC, Indigenous tourism
has kicked into high gear and is constantly
coming up with new products that will allow you

to become familiar with First Nations’ history and culture.
Across the province, you will find cultural centres with
exhibitions of beautiful artifacts as well as outdoor and
cultural activities that will provide you with unique,
authentic and long-lasting experiences.

OUR FAVOURITE PICKS!
VANCOUVER, COAST & MOUNTAINS:

UBC Museum of Anthopology - Vancouver

VANCOUVER ISLAND:

Quw’utsun’Cultural Centre – Duncan

THOMPSON OKANAGAN:

Nk’Mip Desert Cultural Centre – Osoyoos

CARIBOO CHILCOTIN COAST:

Xatsull Heritage Village – McLeese Lake

KOOTENAY ROCKIES:

St Eugene Golf Resort & Casino – Cranbrook

NORTHERN BC:

K’san Historical Village and Museum – Hazelton

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Indigenous Tourism BC : indigenousbc.com
Hello BC : hellobc.com/stories/
BCs-indigenous-cultural-centres
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A FEW EXAMPLES OF SUSTAINABLE
TOURISM BUSINESSES IN BC:
ACCOMMODATION:
Fairmont Waterfront in Vancouver: fairmont.com
Wickaninnish Inn in Tofino: wickinn.com
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Sooke Harbour House: sookeharbourhouse.com
Sasquatch Crossing Ecolodge in Agassiz:
sasquatchcrossing.ca

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES:
Bluewater Adventures in North Vancouver:
bluewateradventures.ca
West Coast Expeditions in Courtenay:
westcoastexpeditions.com
Destiny River Adventures in Campbell River:
destinyriver.com

ATTRACTIONS:
Capilano Suspension Bridge in Vancouver:
capbridge.com
Vancouver Aquarium: vanaqua.org
The new Convention Centre in Vancouver:
vancouverconventioncentre.com
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USEFUL TIPS

FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA
AND CANADA

Before leaving for Canada:

Driving a vehicle:

travel.gc.ca

Time difference from BC:
France: +9H / Quebec: +3H

In case of an emergency: Dial 911
Telephone calls from BC:

Calls to Europe: 011 + country code
+ regional code + 7 digits number
Calls to Quebec: 1 + regional code
+ 7 digits number

Electrical current:

110 volts – consider bringing an adaptor

Public holidays in Canada:

canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/
services/tax/public-holidays.html

Visitors to BC can drive with a valid driver’s
license from another country for a maximum
period of six months.

Online information
on tourism in BC:

tourisme-cb.com (in French)
Hellobc.com (in English)

Visitor Centres in BC:

hellobc.com/plan-your-trip/
visitor-information-services

Resources and services
in French in BC:

apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/dmf-viewer/
?siteid=7773030456864933838

Weather conditions in BC:

weather.gc.ca/forecast/canada/
index_e.html?id=BC
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USEFUL TIPS

IN VANCOUVER

Vancouver Visitor Centre:

Some taxi companies:

Plaza Level, 200 Burrard St., Vancouver
604-683-2000 • Open every day
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
tourismvancouver.com/plan-your-trip/
our-visitor-centre

MacLure’s Cabs: 604-831-1111
Yellow Cab:
604-681-1111
Vancouver Taxi: 604-871-1111

Public transportation:
Visit Translink: translink.ca for schedules, bus
routes and online maps for bus and metro lines.
In SkyTrain stations, you can get a Compass Card,
a reloadable fare card that can be used on the entire Translink network (bus, SkyTrain and Seabus).

Bike transportation:
Vancouver offers a bike share service,
MOBI: mobibikes.ca — Wearing a helmet
is compulsory (provided with the bike).

Marine transportation
to neighbouring islands:
BC Ferries : www.bcferries.com

Printed guides in French
about Vancouver:

•
•

Vancouver en quelques jours
Collection lonely planet
Vancouver, Colombie-Britannique
Collection Le Petit Futé

Guided tours in French:
Some companies based in Vancouver:

•
•
•

Explore Your Vancouver:
exploreyourvancouver.com
Guide a Vancouver: guideavancouver.com
A.E. Vancouver Private Tours & Charters:
vancouverprivatetours.com

Annual calendar
of Vancouver events:
tourismvancouver.com/events/
calendar-of-events/
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